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Rockville RainScapes Rewards 
Rain Barrel Rebate Application 
 

Rainwater harvesting equipment captures rainwater runoff and reduces the amount of stormwater entering local 
streams, which leads to reduced chemical and nutrient pollutants entering waterways. Another environmental 
benefit of this equipment is water use for irrigation during droughts.   

 
Who Is Eligible 
 
✓ Projects must be installed at a private single-family residence, homeowners association, condominium 

association, housing cooperative or other non-profit property located in the City of Rockville.  
✓ Projects will not qualify for rebates if they are partially or completely finished before approval. 
✓ Projects are not eligible if they are associated with permit approval requirements for new building 

construction, additions, or renovations. 
✓ All requirements must be met as outlined below, in the application, and in the Design Criteria and Guidelines 

for Project Eligibility (attached). All decisions are final and are at the sole discretion of the City of Rockville. 
 
Application Process & Requirements 
 

1. Submit your application, property owner agreement, and other attachments.  
Complete the online application found at www.rockvillemd.gov/rainscapes. Send the Property Owner 
Agreement and additional attachments (organization approval, photos, sketches, etc.) to the 
RainScapes Coordinator at rainscapes@rockvillemd.gov or mail to the address above. Paper 
applications are available upon request. 
 

2. Receive approval from the RainScapes Coordinator. 
Wait to receive application approval from the RainScapes Coordinator before beginning the project. 
Please allow three weeks for processing. Projects must be completed within three (3) months of 
approval. 
 

3. Begin and complete your project. 
You must retain and submit itemized receipts and/or final invoices for all project costs.  Documented 
costs must equal or exceed the rebate amount requested.  The project must adhere to the most 
recent Design Guidelines. 

 
4. Final inspection. 

Call or email the City of Rockville RainScapes Coordinator at 240-314-8877 or 
rainscapes@rockvillemd.gov to schedule a final inspection. Inspections will generally be scheduled 
within ten (10) business days. Submit itemized receipts and/or final invoice for all project costs. 
Photocopies are acceptable. At the final inspection, installation of the project will be verified, and the 
project area will be photographed.  
 

5. Receive reimbursement check. 
If all requirements are met, the rebate will be approved, and a check will be issued by the City of 
Rockville’s Department of Finance within three to six weeks. 

 
 
 
Special thanks to the Montgomery County and City of Gaithersburg RainScapes Programs for sharing their 
curriculum and text. 
 

     

mailto:rainscapes@rockvillemd.gov
http://www.rockvillemd.gov/rainscapes
www.rockvillemd.gov/rainscapes
mailto:rainscapes@rockvillemd.gov
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Design Guidelines 

Issue Date 9/2015 
 

** These guidelines and criteria will be periodically updated to ensure currency with the latest technical 
information and best practices – please verify that you have the latest version. ** 

Rain Barrel and Above Ground Cistern Requirements: 

 Written approval from the RainScapes Coordinator is required before you begin installation or 
construction. Projects that are partially or completely finished before approval will not qualify for 
rebates.  

 Minimum size:  50 gallons 
 Required elements: 

• Inlet connected to a downspout (1) 

• Secure lid and screen for safety and mosquito control (2) 

• Overflow outlet and hose leading drainage at least 4ft away from any foundation (3) 

• Solid, level support base 
 Recommended elements 

• Water access tap (4) 

• Drainage outlet at bottom (5) 

• Additional mosquito control (mosquito pellets or tablespoon of bleach) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Note:  
The diagram above is a general concept of a rain barrel. Some designs will differ slightly in style or function, but 
must contain all the required elements above to qualify for a rebate. Underground cisterns require additional 
documentation guidelines. Please contact the RainScapes Coordinator at 240-314-8877 for details. 
 
Additional Resources 
Montgomery County Rain Barrel Project Manual 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/Resources/Files/PostersPamphlets/rain-barrels-and-cisterns.pdf  

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/Resources/Files/PostersPamphlets/rain-barrels-and-cisterns.pdf
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                 RainScapes Rewards Rebate Application 
                 Rain Barrel  
 
 

 Important: To be eligible for a rebate, projects must be installed at a private single 
family residence, homeowners association, condominium association, housing 
cooperative or non-profit organization property located in the City of Rockville.  

 
Rebate Amount: $1 per gallon with a minimum of 50 gallons and a rebate maximum of $500 
per property. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Name/Property Owner/Organization (This name will appear on the rebate check) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
______________________________________________________________________ 
City       State   Zip 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Property Address (if not same as above) 
_____________________________________________________________________         
Phone                                                                        E-mail 
_____________________________________________________________________         
Tax Exempt Number (if applicable) 
                                                                        
Property Type:  
__Single family residence 
__Homeowners association* 
__Condominium association* 
__Housing cooperative* 
__Non-profit organization* 
 
*A project approval letter from the legal property owner, manager or organization must 
be submitted with the application. A template letter can be found at 
www.rockvillemd.gov/rainscapes. 
 
How did you hear about the RainScapes Program? ____________________________ 
 
Have you seen the Rockville’s RainScapes Video Series? _______________________ 
(http://www.rockvillemd.gov/rainscapes)  
 
Have you received a rebate through the City of Rockville’s RainScapes program in the past? If 
yes, which program were you rebated under - rain barrel, conservation landscaping, tree 
planting or pavement removal? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

http://www.rockvillemd.gov/rainscapes
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Project Details 
Physical description of the location of the rain barrels (e.g., back of house on the right, front of 
building on left etc.): 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

Number of Rain Barrels: _______ Total Volume (must be at least 50 gal): ___________                       
 
Brand/Make: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Where will you obtain your rain barrel(s)? ___________________________________ 
 
Will each barrel be stand-alone or will multiple barrels be hooked together? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What type and brand of diverter will be used? (ex. flexible tubing, rigid downspout) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Important: An overflow outlet and hose near the top of the barrel is required to protect your 
foundation and reduce erosion. See the Design Guidelines for details. 
 
Roof Drainage Area and Issues 
Drainage area to barrel (sq. ft.):_________    % of Building’s Roof (e.g. ¼, ½…):______ 
 
Where does your roof leader currently drain? 
Grass___   Driveway/Parking lot___    Underground/piped to street ____   Don’t know______ 
 
Project Cost 
Please estimate your rain barrel installation costs. Itemized receipts are required upon project 
completion. 
 
Total Cost: _____________________   Rebate Amount Requested: _______________ 
 
Installation:   ___Do it yourself    ___Contractor      ___Volunteer     ___Other:  
 
If you are using a contractor or watershed group, please provide the following information. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Contractor/Group Name: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Phone 
 

Contractor/Installer Signature                                                           Date 
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Project Site Photos (Before Shots) 
Don’t forget to attach, either digitally or hard copy, photos of the project site (max 6). 
 
OPTIONAL: I agree to allow reasonable access to the RainScapes project site for 
periodic public tours organized by the City of Rockville (advance notification will be 
made by the City of Rockville).                Yes                          No 
 
 
I have read and agree with all RainScapes Rewards rebate program requirements. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Signature        Date 
 
 
Please mail or e-mail the completed application with required information and wait to receive 
approval from the City of Rockville. 
 

City of Rockville – Environmental Management Division 
RainScapes Rewards Rebate Program 

111 Maryland Avenue 
Rockville, MD  20850 

rainscapes@rockvillemd.gov 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the RainScapes Coordinator at 240-314-8877 or 
rainscapes@rockvillemd.gov. 

mailto:rainscapes@rockvillemd.gov


Rockville Rainscapes Rewards Property Owner Agreement 
between 

City of Rockville, Maryland 
and 

 
Property Owner(s): ________________________________________________ 
 
Property Address: _________________________________________________ 
 
This Agreement is between City of Rockville, Maryland (the “City”), a body 
corporate and politic, and ___________________________________________ 
(“Participants” or “Property Owners”), owners of the property located at 
________________________ in Rockville, Maryland (the “Property”).  This 
Agreement becomes effective once the designated representatives of both the 
Participant(s) and the City (collectively, the “Parties”) have signed it. 
 
The purpose of the Agreement is to specify the general terms and conditions of 
the Property Owner’s participation in the City of Rockville’s Rainscapes Rewards 
Program (the “Program”). 
 
Definitions 
Rain Barrel means an above ground container that holds at least 50 gallons or 
more of precipitation for landscape irrigation or other non-potable uses.   
Conservation Landscaping is the removal of turf grass and/or NNI species as 
listed in Rockville’s NNI plant list and replacement with plant species that have 
more extensive, deeper root systems. 
Tree Canopy is the planting of trees meeting specifications outlined on the 
Rockville Rainscapes application to reduce stormwater runoff, improve air 
quality, provide wildlife habitat, and contribute to savings on energy bills through 
the cooling effect of shade from trees.   
Pavement Removal is the removal of eligible pavement and replacement with 
native plants or turf (sod) grass according to specifications outlined in the 
Rockville Rainscapes application with the goal of decreasing impervious surface, 
increasing stormwater infiltration, and reducing polluted runoff. 
Eligible property owners include single family homeowners, homeowners 
associations, condominium associations, housing cooperatives and non-profit 
organizations. 
 

Background 
1. The City Council has authorized the creation of a rebate program to be 

administered through the Environmental Management Division (EMD).  
The purpose of the rebate program is to provide financial and other 
appropriate incentives to eligible property owners to encourage the use of 
environmentally sensitive, low-impact stormwater runoff control techniques 
to reduce the impact of uncontrolled stormwater runoff and improve 
stream water quality in Rockville. 



2. Under the Rockville Rainscapes Rewards Program, the City makes rebate 
payments available to eligible property owners that do not currently have 
on-site stormwater management controls, and who utilize approved 
stormwater management techniques as outline in the Design Guidelines 
and Criteria for Project Eligibility included in the RainScapes application 
packets.  

3. The Property Owner(s) has met all applicable eligibility requirements, 
qualifications, and project standards and criteria as outlined in the 
Rockville Rainscapes Rewards Application and the associated application 
has been approved by EMD on ____________________. 

  
Mutual Agreements: 
The Parties agree as follows: 

1. The Property Owner shall be responsible for all maintenance associated 
with any project receiving funding through the Program (the “Project(s)”). 

2. The Property Owner shall allow representatives of the City to enter the 
Property to inspect the Project(s) at all reasonable times.    

3. The Property Owner shall comply with all applicable regulations and 
warranties associated with the Project(s), including obtaining necessary 
permits.  

4. The City may make public the results of any program evaluation or data 
collection, including any photographs, images, or recordings, undertaken 
by the City in connection with the Program.   

5. The Participant must promptly notify EMD of any change in ownership of 
the Property after the Parties have executed this Agreement.   

6. The Property Owner, by participating in the Rainscapes Rewards 
Program, hereby releases the City of Rockville and its agents, officers, 
directors, employees, or any other persons acting on its behalf from any 
liability for damages or injuries resulting from its participation in the 
Program.  The Property Owner agrees to indemnify and hold The City of 
Rockville harmless for any injuries, damages, or claims arising from the 
Program. 

 
Total Cost of Project: ______________________ 

 
Total Amount of RainScapes Rewards Rebate: ______________________ 
               (for office use only) 
 
For Property Owner(s)   For City of Rockville, Maryland 
 

 _______________________________         _________________________________ 
 [Property Owner Signature]   Environmental Management Chief 

      CITY OF ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 
_______________________________ 111 Maryland Avenue      
[Property Owner Signature]   Rockville, Maryland 20850-2540 
 
Date: __________________________         Date: __________________________ 
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